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THE Superintendent opened the Second 
Session of the Provincial Council at 

11 o'clock a.m., when his Honor delivered 
the following 

ADDRESS, 

MR. 8rEAKER AND GENTLEMEN-

! have called the Council thus early 
after the close of the period over which the 
Appropriation Ordinance extends, that you 
may appoint a Committee to Audit the ac­
counts for last quarter, confirm or disallow 
the steps I have taken the responsibility of 
initiating, in furtherance of the public con­
venience, with reference to the Town Pas­
turage, and determine the period when you 
will again meet to take into consideration 

Drafts of Ordinance on the following sub­
jects-

A ppropriation 
Provincial Revenues 
Census 
Interpretation 
Ferries 
Public Works 

And some other Ordinances that depend on 
the 1ecent legislation of the General As­
stmbly. 

I regret to state that I am unable to give 
a financial estimate of the Revenue and 
Expenditure of the Province for the finan• 
cial year we have entered upon. Tha 
quart1:;rly accounts that His Excellency Sir 
G. Grey stated the Treasurer of New Zea­
land would make, and which were to deter­
mine whether any, and what further sum 
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was due to each Province, I have not yet 

heard anything of; it is therefore impossi­

ble for me to state whether the Treasury of 

the Province is in debt to the Treasury 'of 

the Colony, or is entitled to any further 

funds. The only principle that seems to 

rule in the division of the Revenues of the 

Colony is, that each Province shall retain 

and spend all it can lay hold of, and that 

the General Government may take Provin­

cial funds in transitu and spend them, the 

Province losing the amount though holding 

the vouchers of the Collector of Customs 

that such are Provincial funds-this, as the 

Council is aware, is the case in this Pro­

vince to the amount of nearly a quarter's 

revenue, and as a settlement of the accounts 

of the colony seems as remote as ever, there 

is little hope of present redress. 

Supposing existing arrangements to con. 

tinue, and that the Province obtains the two 

thirds of the net Customs Revenue shewn 

by the vouchers of the Collector of Customs, 

I am of opinion that there will be a larger 

sum to devote to roads and public works 

than has yet been spent in the Province for 

that purpose ; still, as I consider that the 

amount applicable to the repairs of roads 

will be insufficien_t for the purpose, a Bill 

will be submitted for your consideration to 

authorise the division of the settled portions 

of the Province into districts, with power to 

the inhabitants to impose rates on land for 

the pm pose of making and repairing roads; 

this measure, with such assistance as can 

be afforded from the Revenues of the Pro­

vince, will, I anticipate, be the means of 

placing the means of communication in such 

a state of repai1, that a small yearly sum 

will soon be sufficient to maintain them in 
good order. 

The recent native affray continues to un­

settle the native population, As it is a 

question exclusively under the authorised 

control of the General Government, I have 

;not considered it advisa.ble to appear at any 

discussion of the question by the natives ; 

such a course might have devolved on the Pro­

vince a portion of the responsibility which 

best rests, where it lies-with the General 

Government. Mr. Commissioner McLean, 

the best qualified Officer in the colony to 

investigate this internal quarrel of a tribe, 

has been deputed by His Fx.:ellency, and I 

have no doubt but that e ,ery thing that can 

be dane, will be done by that gentleman, 

at whose disposal in carrying out the in­

tentions of the General Government I have 

placed the co-operation and assistance of 

the Provincial Government. I have every 

reliance on the good feeling that has always 

subsisted between the two races, continuing 

to prevent the European population fr0m 

interfering in this native quarrel; as some 

evidence of the good feeling of the Native 

race to the European, I may mention that, 

while one party applied 7for military aid, 

the chief of the other stated that if afforded 

by the Government he should not consider 

the settlers as involved by it. 
The recent legislation by the General As­

sembly has not reached me ; how far the 

suggestions of his Honor the Superinten­

dent_ of the Province of Auckland as the 

Officer admini,tering the Government of 

New Zealand have been carried out, as 

stated in His Excellency's last opening 

Address to the General Assembly, I am un­

able to inform you ; but I can state, that if 

his Excellency's views are carried out by al­

terations in the Constitution A ct, and by the 

legislation of the General Assembly, the 

G11neral Government will be stripped of al­

most every power and authority, aud the 

Provincial Governments, not constituted for 

the exercise of such powers, will become 

six jarring and despotic dcmocracit>s, Al­

ready have the unity and General Govern­

ment of the colony suffered sufficiently from 

the Provincial Governments having been 

called int.o existence before the summoning 

of the General Assembly, without being 

totally destroyed by the policy pr-0po,ed. 

I shall have better hopes of the future and 

prosperity of New Zealand when Superin­

tendents are precluded from exercising Ex­

ecutive .functions over the whole Colony, 

and when the General Government has been 

strengthened and placed in the position it 

ought to occvpy-a position in which l trust 

the Assembly will immediately place it on 

the. introduction 'of complete Ministerial 

Responsibility. The proper limitat10n and 

control of the Provincial Governments by 

the General As~embly will follow, and finally 

we must anticir ate that Provincial legisla­

tures will be absorbed in the Representative 

institutions of ' e whole colony, and Super­

intendents and Provincial Councils pass 

away with the development of larger gene-

ral interests and improved mel!ns of com. 

munication in the colony, 

With reference to the Waste Lands, His 

Excellency observes that "In the mean­

while regulations will be issued, as soon as 

possible, for the purpose of setti:ig apart, in 

every district of each Province, a consider­

able proportion,_but not less than one third, 

of the Waste lands, in such manner as to 

afford the greatest encouragement and facili­

ties to bona fide occupying settlers." I 

would remark that a vote of a large majo­

rity of the Hourn of Representatives had 

previously been recorded adverse to such an 

arrangement. The arrangement may, ina. 

deed, appear necessary in the Province of 

Auckland, where breaches of the Land Re­

gulations proclaimed by Sir G. Grey have 

occurred since his departure from the co­

lony, and the most valuable portions of 

the Waste Lauds have fallen into the ha~ds 

of speculators (including high Military and 

C:ivil Officers of the colony) to the exclu­

sion of " occupying settlers"-as a scanty 

measure of protection (of little avail seeing 

the extent of mi~chief already done,) it 

may be advisable to define that the specu­

lators, after taking the best of the land, shall 

not have more than two thirds of what is 

left, and that the remaining third shall be 

offered on such terms as may be an induce­

ment to working settlers to occupy • it. 

But the necessity for such lines of de­

marcation and class legislation has not arisen 

here. A very slight modification of Sir G. 

Grey's Land Regulations will place the best 

land in any district that may be thrown 

open, equally within the reach of all classes, 

and I can truly say that in this Province 

all classes include the occupying working 
settlers. 

I shall be happy to receive any sugges~ 

tions from Members of Council, individu­

ally, or collectively, for the introduction of 

Bills on any subject within our legislation, 

and for the alteration of existing laws of 
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the colony to meet the requirements and in­

terests of the Province ; the information in 

my office, and my views on the subject, will 

be at their disposal-such a course will, I 

think, tend to diminish minor points of dif­

ference between us; general principles, I 
think, we nearly agree upon, 

As some further security to the Council 

and the Province of the principle of Res­

ponsibility under which 1 consider I hold 

office, I beg to state that when I cease to 

retain the confidence of a majority of the 

Council, I shall be prepared to resign, on 

the Speaker informing me of the grounds on 

which my resignation is required, the names 

of the members forming the majority, and 

that they will be prepared to resign in the 

event of my re-election, 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

New Plymouth, Oct. 2, I 854. 

NOTICE. -
Harbour Master's Departrr.ent, 

4th October, I 854. 

THE following scale of charges will be 
in force from and after this date, until 

further notice. 

Hire of large or small boats 

depend on destination ancl 
expense incurred. 

Passenger in cargo boat (one way) O 

Cargo, landing or shipping per ton-

Outer anchorage ••...•.•.. 1 

1 

0 

Near do .......... 0 15 

Horses, per head . ........... 0 JO 

Neat Cattle ditto ............ 0 8 

Sheep and Pigs uitto ••••••••.• 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

J. WATSON, 

Harbour Master. 


