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Name of Ratepayer. Land rated. 

Spurdle William 
Street Joseph 
Sutton Charles 

... 880 882 883 pt. 895 pt. 896 897 898 

... pt. 698 

Taylor George 
Taylor Henry 
Taylor Mary and Jane 
Te Ropiha Moturoa ... 
Te Haena 

Vickers Samuel 

... 924 

.. . 1625 

... 1390 

... 470 

... 1405 

... 1482 

... 900 901 

Wainhouse Robert { 44 432 490 554 1306b 1311 1647 1666 
1898 1901 1955 1960 2068 2233 2257 ... 

Ward George ... pt. 906 • 
Ward George Lawlor .,. 27 1948 -4' 

Ward Mary ... . .. 28 
Waterhouse jun. Samuel ... 689 1280 1515 1564 1606 1631 20,56 
Waterhouse Thomas Poole ... 390 1638 
Watson jun. John ... 10 197 366 448 1298 1301 1778 1789 
Wheeler William ... 188 ... 
Whitehead Thomas Charles ... 383 .. . 
Wigglesworth Elizabeth . .. 2253 .. . 
Wigglesworth Hannah ... 522 .. . 
Williams and Spurdle ... 667 ... 
Wilson Mary ... ... 437 847 
Windsor Frederic ... 785 1032 1033 1181 

Provincial Treasurer's Office, 

Amount. 

2 10 6 
0 3 6 
0 10 0 

0 1 3 
0 2 6 
0 0 6 
0 1 6 
0 2 0 

1 0 0 

0 16 0 

0 2 6 
0 2 3 
0 1 3 
0 10 3 
0 2 0 
0 8 9 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 0 6 
0 1 0 
1 15 0 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 

New Plymouth, 24th April, 1858. 

LIST of Persons to whom Licenses have beeu granted to act as Auctioneers for the 
year ending the 24th April, 1859. 

FRANCIS U LLATHORN GLEDHILL 

ALEXANDER KING 

Merchant 
Auctioneer 

Town of New Plymouth. 
Town of New Plymouth. 

THOMAS KING, 

Provincial Treasurer. 
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REPORT of a Select Committee of the 
Provincial Council of New Plymouth, 

appointed March 17, 1858, to inquire into 
our relations with the Natives generally re-· 
specting the Native disturbances, and all 
other matters relating thereto, together 
with minutes of the evidence taken by such 
Committee, and the documents laid before 
the same. 

The Committee have examined the following wit­
nesses-Messrs Hulke arnl Sunley, Members of the 
Provincial Council, Mr Morrison, the Assistant Na­
tive Secretary, the District Land Purchase Commis­
sioner, W. M. Crompton, Esq., H. R. Richmond, 
Esq., Justices of the Peace, and the Native Asses­
sor Poharama. The Committee likewise summoned 
the Resident Magistrate to give evidence, but that 
officer, as will be seen from his examination, refused 

-to afford, with one trivial exception, any replies in 
the way of information to the questions put to him, 
on the plea that this Council had no authority to 
enquire into other matters than those touching the 
Public service of the Province, and that the matter 
under enquiry was Public service of the Colony. 

The Committee do not propose now enquiring in­
to the validity of this objection which has compelled 
them to rely upon evidence obtained from other 
sources for information which they might otherwise 
have obtained more directly. 

It is with regret that the Committee have to re­
port that, notwithstanding the measures taken by 
His Excellency the Governor for the protection of 
the settlement and the observance of its neutrality, 
the settlers are still exposed to the dangers arising 
from the presence of armed Natives. 

Though the Resident Magistrate has declined to 

produce his instructions for the information of this 
Council, the Committee have obtained a copy of 
those issued to the Assistant Native Secretary, 
wherein he is directed to "tak!! every opportunity 
of explaining to the Natives the object of the Pro­
clamation issued by His Excellency on the 12th in­
stant (February) cautioning them against entering 
the district of New Plymouth (as defined in the 
Schedule attached to the said Proclamation) tn 
armed parties." 

The Committee would draw the attention of the 
Council to the words " entering the district in arm­
ed parties," from which it appears to them that the 
object of the proclamation is clearly set forth. 

The Committee believe such to be the intention of 
the General Government, and they learn with satis­
faction from the evidence of the Assistant Native Se­
cretary and the District Land Purchase Commis­
sioner that they believe the carrying out of this in­
terpretation of the Proclamation is quite practicable. 

It appears from the evidence before the Com­
mittee that the Resident Magistrate has on five dif­
ferent occasions declined to take judicial cognizance 
of informations preferred by settlers against Natives 
for infringements of the Proclamation, which were 
mostly accompanied by threatening language and 
intimidation, and that complaints of othe1 infringe­
ments were not made as it was hopeless that they 
would be differently received. 

The Resident Magistrate has likewise refused to 
receive an information upon oath from the Native 
Assessor Poharama who desired to make an example 
of some Town Natives including another Native 
Assessor for infringing the Proclamation. And at 
the conclusion of his examination Poharama stated 
that it was necessary to prevent trouble that any 
Native traversing the English land with arms should 
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have them taken from him. 

The Committee would therefore suggest to the 
Council the propriety of Memorialising the Governor 
praying that during the present important crisis and 
that the Province may no longer be subject to the 
neglect referred to, His Excellency will be pleased 
to vest the chief control in some officer not subject 
to local bias or prejudices and whose opinions and 
actions are unhampered by precedent practice, 

I. N. WATT, 

Chairman. 

Minutes of Evidence taken before Com­
mittee appointed to enquire into the Native 
disturbances. 

Members of the Committee :-Messrs. 
ATKINSON, BROWN, GLEDHILL, T. KING, 

W. C. KING, SHARLAND. Mr WATT 

Chairman. ' 

The Committee met 18th, 19th, arid 20th 
March. 

M,· . ·Walter John Morrison, examined. 

Have you made any complaints to the Resident 
Magistrate 1especting any infringement of the Pro­
clamation? 

Yes, on Monday, March 1st. 
Relate the particulars. 
A party of armed Natives on the north side of the 

Mangati were assembled in arms on the 23rd Fe­
bruary, there were about 12 of them. I do not know 

the names of any, it was just dark when I saw them. 
I told them they were infringing the Proclamation, 
at which they laughed and had a war dance. I gave 
this information to the Resident Magistrate at the 
same time Mr. Hulke, Mr. Sunley, and Mr. Woon 
gave other information. I was led to believe they 
were Waitara Natives because I had seen them there. 
I am certain they understood me when I told them 
they were infringing the Proclamation. I did not 
give information upon oath, but gave as I thought 
the information in the regular way, if I had known 
it was necessary to be sworn to an information before 
judicial measures could be taken, I would have ap­
plied to be sworn. The Resident Magistrate did 
not ask me if I wished to be sworn to the truth of 
the statement. I did not hear the other informants 
require to be sworn. The Resident Magistrate told 
them that he was much obliged to them for the in­
formation but that it was not because an information 
was laid that he was bound to act upon it ; he also 
said he would cause enquiries to be made. I an­
swered that what I stated were facts and that I was 
prepared to swear to them. He replied he did not 
mean to doubt what the informants related, but he 
had heard that Mr. Halse and Mr. Parris were 
pleased at the way in which the Proclamation had 
acted upon the Natives. 

Mr. R. M. Sunley, M. P. C., examined, 
Have you made any complaints to the Resident 

Magistrate respecting infringements of the Procla. 
mation ?-Two, one with Mr Hulke,,the other alone. 

Relate the particulars of the first,:_On Thursday 

25th February three Natives armed with two mus­
kets and one double barrelled gun, entered my pri­
vate residence. I told them they had no business 
there with guns. Mr. R. Brown passed at the time on 
horseback, they pointed to him and said he was a 
bad man and that they would shoot him. I observed 
Mr. Brown stop at the Inn, they followed after him 
and I followed them. I saw Mr. Brown in the parlor 
of the Inn and told him there were Natives gone into 
the bar who had a down upon him ; he replied that 
he had passed them on the road. The Natives said 
they were from Wiremu Kingi's pa on the beach. 
I was not examined on oath and did not know it was 

~ec~ssary. I went to lay the information as a pre. 
hmmary step to judicial proceedings being taken 
and told the Magistrate my intention. The Resi­
dent Magistrate said the information would not force 
the Magistrates to act, but he woulcl give it his best 
consideration. The Resident Magistrate stated that 
he had heard from the Native Secretary and Mr. 
Parris that the Natives respected the Proclamation, 
I asked him what was the meaning of the Procla-­
mation, he replied that the Proclamation was not a 
law and asked me if I could point out any penalty 
attached to it. I replied that the Proclamation 
stated that all assemblies of persons unlawfully 
armed would be proceeded against as persons in 
arms against the Queen's authority. He replied that 
that applied as much to the Europeans as to the 
Natives and that the Bench would not be forced to 
act. , 

By Mr. H. A. Atkinson. 
My impression is that the 

considered it a case trumped 
mation upon. 

By Mr. R. Brown. 

Resident Magistrate 
up to lay an infor-

I do not remember the Resident Magistrate saying 
that he should be glad to receive all the information 
he could get, as it would only strengthen the case 
against the Natives. Mr. Flight stated_ that he had 
heard from Mr. Halse and Mr. Parris that the ma-­
jority ~fthe Natives would comply with the Pro, 
clamat10n. 

By Mr. H. A. Atkinson. 

. I offered to confirm my information by additional 
witnesses and mentioned their names to the Resi­
dent Magistrate, 

By the Chairman, 

Relate the particulars of the second information, 
On Monday the 1st March I in conjunction with 

Mr. ~ulke laid an information before the Resident 
Magistrate to the following effect, That on the 

Sun~ay eve~ing previously during the hours of 
e".enmg service, Mr. Hulke, who was in company 
with Mr.James Webster, Mi. Warwick Weston and 
Mr W. Morrison, called my attention to six N:tives 
wh~m he bad followed from the north side of the 
Wa1tara: two were on horseback un11rmed and four 
on foot arm~d with three double barrelled guns and 
one horse pistol. The man who carried the pistol 
belongs to the Paraiti pa and. his name is Paramina 

We called their attention to their indecent costµm; 
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and to the fact of their bearing arms in contravention 
of the Proclamation, they replied they were in proper 
fighting costume and passed on. Before five minutes 
had elapsed four Natives came from the other di­
rection, three with firearms and one with a tomahawk 
and we likewise called their attention to the infringe­

ment of the Proclamation and they passed on towards 
the Waitara. 

By Mr. F. U. Gledhill. 
This evidence was not given on oath, but I was 

prepared to swear to it had I been asked. 
By the Chairman. 
I have seen parties of armed Natives passing 

through the proclaimed districts on other five se­
parate occasions as follows. A party of thirteen 
mostly armed, with whom was Raniera the Native 
Assessor, and another party of eleven also mostly 
armed passed through the Bell district on Wednes­
day the 3rd instant. I called the attention of the 
following settlers who were in the road at the time, 
Messrs. Rundle, Sampson, Clare, and Goddard to 
the faet that most of this latter party being armed 
and to their evident knowledge of the Proclamation 
owing to their seeking to evade it by having some 
of the barrels of the guns separate from the stocks. 
On the three other occasions the numbers of the 
Natives we1·e smaller and I merely noticed that they 

were armed. I did not lay any informations against 
the five parties last named because I considered it 
would be a mere farce after the way in which the 
other informations bad been treated. 

By Mr. F. U. Gledhill. 
As a resident in the Bell Block I believe the Na­

tives to some extent respect the Proclamation. 
Mr W. K. Hnllce, l.'rl. P. C., e.vamined. 
On Monday the 1st March I went to the Resident 

}Iagistrate's Court to lay legal informations of the 
infringement of the Proclamation by Native parties 
carrying arms in the Hua and Bell districts and also 
for threatening language and intimidation. First in­
forination. On Sunday the 28th February during 
the hours of Di vine Service two bodies of armed 
Natives numbering respectivelr seven and four were 
between the Post Office and-the Church in the Devon 
line. When asked the reason of their carrying arms 
one party said they were going to fight, the other 
said they were returning from the fight. I informed 
the Resident Magistrate of the names of most of the 
Natives and of the description of arms carried. The 
Resident Magistrate seemed surprised at the infor­
mation and informed me that the Native Secretary 
and the District Land Purchase Commissioner had 
told him quite the contrary, and that the Natives 
respected the Proclamation. I applied to be sworn 
to the truth of the statement made and to produce 
other witnesses who would likewise swear to the 
truth of the same. He stated that it was not neces­
sary and neither the witnesses or myself were sworn 
at any time during the proceedings. I told Mr 
Flight that the Native Secretary and the Land Pur­
chase Commissioner only passing through the dis­
trict at . intervals could not be such good judges as 
the resident settlers whether any infringement of the 

Proclamation were made, as they the settlers were 
there at all hours of the day. The Resident Magis­
trate said the Bench would not be forced into any 
line of action, but he would cause the matter to be 
enquired into. I asked him what constituted an un. 
lawful assembly according to the Proclamation, be­
cause if three or four assembling in arms did not con­
stitute an unlawful assembly I could give him infor­
mation about much larger assemblies. He replied, 
I decline answering that. This information was laid 
by me in conjunction with Messrs. Morrison an,l 
Sunley. 

Second information-On the same day I informed 
the Resident Magistrate that on the previous Tuesday 
a body of fifteen armed Natives headed by Meihana 
of the Kaipakopako left the Paraiti pa, crossed the 
road and proceeded through Charles Waller's Janel 
and that of Richard Rundle to the Devon Road. I 
told them they had no right to go that way or to 
carry arms. They replied "they would do as they 
liked." 

Third information-On the same day I informed 
the Resident Magistrate that on the previous Thurs . 
day ten bullock carts escorted by fifteen Natives, 
thirteen of whom were armed proceeded along the 
Devon Road within the proclaimed districts, to the 
Paraiti pa. 

Fourth information-On the same day I informed 

the Resident Magistrate that Hoera of 11Ioturoa 
threatenedtbat he with other natives then assembled 
in arms against Ihaia at W aitara would, if the Pro. 
clamation was carried out, proceed to burn down the 
town pa and all the other Native pas within the pro­
claimed district and then build a pa on the north 
side of the Waitaha stream and cut off' all commu­
nication with us. Mr. G. \Voon was the person told 
so and corroborated it before the Resident Magis­
trate. 

l.'rlr Henry Halse, Assistant Native Secretary, e.i·­

amined. 
Have you received any instructions from the Re­

sident Magistrate respecting the proclamation ?­
Only verbal. But I have received from the Native 
Secretary's department those which I hand in. 

What were the additional instructions you receive,l 
from the Resident Magistrate ?- He asked me to 
render the substance of a letter he had received from 
the General Government into Maori explaining the 
object of issuing the proclamation. They were in­
formed in the translation that it was issued to avoid 
the Europeans being implicated in their feuds and 
not from any present intention to proceed to hos­
tilities. 

Will you furnish a copy of the Maori translation ? 
-Yes. 

Have you been instructed to procure information 
of any infringement of the proclamation ?-No. 

Have you at any ti1J1e informed the Natives that 
it is a violation of the proclamation to carry arms 
through the proclaimed district? - Repeatedly. 
Some Natives have told me that they intend to carry 
their arms through the proclaimed districts in defi­
ance of the proclamation, and that they will butcher 


