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Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, 14th September, 1860. 

SIR,-ln reply to your letter of the 18th 
ult., I have the honor to state for the in­
formation of the Taranaki Aid Committee, 
that no families have as yet removed to 
your Province. This relieves the Com­
mittee from their offer to defray the cost of 
lheir· passages made under the circum­
stances stated in your letter. 

I have also to state in answer to -your 
enquiry that the Nelson Provincial Go­
vernment provide or advance monit.s for 
the support of the Taranaki refugees, but 
the General Government are at the whole 

·expense and· will reimburse the Nelson 
·Treasury. 

The General Government have given us 
distinct orders that they will provide for• 
our people only at Nelson. 

• I have, &c., 
( Signed) E. L. HUMPHRIES, 

Deputy Superintendent. 
Joseph- Brittan, Esq., 

Hon. Sec. to the 
Ta:ranaki Aid Committee, 

Christchurch. 

His Hono"r 
The Deputy Superintendent 

of Taranaki, New Plymouth. 

Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, 1st Sept., 1860. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 18th ult., 
referring to the grant of £1000 voted by 
the Provincial Council of Wellington for 
the relief of our settlers, and likewise to a 
subscription of money :.md clothing which 
is being made in consequence of reports 
received from private sources of distress 
existing in our community, but more par­
ticularly amongst those who have been re­
moved to Nelson. 

The meeting of the Taranaki Aid Com­
mittee held at Nelson on the date of your 
letter, ( of which you would be now informed) 
leaves me little to say on the arrangements 
made by this Government, in conjunction 
with that of the Nelson Province, to_ avert 
such a state of things as is represented b-y 
you, and I can truly state the same of this 
Province. In addition to the Militia pay, 
rations, and fuel, the Provincial Govern­
ment in all instances issue rations to ivJj. 

Superintendent's Office, litiamen on application, and house accomo-
Wellington, 18th August, 1860. dation where needed. At Nelson these 

Sm,-Refei:ring to the communication of families receive other advantages, such IJ.S 
His Honor the Superintendent of Taranaki house rent, medical attendance, firing, a 
of the 28th May acknowledging the receipt certain sum of money in lieu of rations, 
of a remittance on account of the grant of .and the Government Agent (who has been 
£1000, voted by the Provincial Council for most zealous and attentive) is empowered 
the relief of settlers of Taranaki, I liave the at his discretion to issue clothing. 
honor to intimate to you that of the amount 
-voted there still remains the sum of £500 Under such circumstances, the Govern-

ment of this Province adheres to the op_i-
··llot. yet transmitted, which is at your dis- . nuisoenotfhtahteitsuwmosulodf bmeoinnejyudwichi.iocuhshtaovembaeeken posal, and which I am prepared to forward 
whenever you may direct. so liberally contributed by the other Pro-

Consequent upon reports received from vinces until the close of the war, or at least 
private sources of distress existing amongst so long as the present provision for families 
the settlers of Taranaki, especially such as is continued. 

• have sought refuge in Nelson, a subscrip­
tion of money and clothing for their relief 

. lias been commenced by the settlers of this 
district, and has already reached to a con­
siderable sum.· I sincerely trust that the 
efforts which are being made to assist our 
.feHow-colonists may result in "mitigating 

• the sufferings we all so much deplore. · 
Permit me to add that as I am led to 

infer from the reports just alluded to that 
circumstances niust have greatly altered 
since the date of the Superintendent's letter, 

·it would give me· ·pleasure to forward the 
money if you should signify your desire 
to use it forthwith for the purpose for which 
the grant w·as made. 

• I have, &c., 
(E-igned) W. WARING TAYLOR, 

Deputy ·Superintendent. 

(Signed) 
I have, &c., 

E, L. HUMPHRIES, 
Deputy-Superintendert.t. 

The Deputy-Superintendent of the 
Province of Wellington. 

Melbourne Exchange, Sept. 10, 1860. 
SIR,-1 have the honor to enclose l1ere­

with newspaper copy of proceedings of a 
Public Meeting held in this City on Friday 
last to consider what steps should be taken 
for the relief of the sufferers through the 
Maori rebellion, and I am requested -, to 
state that the Committee then appointed 
will be glad to receive from you any in­
formation which may aid them in the pto­
secution of their object. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) JoHN Rus_sELL, Hon. Sec. 

His Honor 
The Superintenden·t of the 

Province of New Plymouth. 

Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, 12th Oct., 1860. 

SIR,-1 have th'e honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 10th ult., 
.referring to the Public Meeting held in 
your City for the relief of the inhabitants 
of this Province in consequence of losses 
sustained in the native war, and requesting 
information upon the subject tor the guid­
ance of the Committee. 

At the breaking out of the war the whole 
of the population were compelled to seek 
the shelter of the Town. The Colonial 
Government at once took upon themselves 
the charge of these unfortunate 12eople, and 
upwards of 1000 women and children have 
been removed to Nelson with this object ; 
the h•1sbands and male relatives of families 
between 18 and 60 years o.f age remaining 
behind for military duty, and receiving 
Militia pay, rations, and clothing. The 
Provincial Government are not aware of a 
single case of destitution amongst these 
families, although, in many instances, 
nearly all they possessed was abandoned 
to the rebels, who pillaged ancl burnt in 
every direction. Aid profferred by other 
communities will be most needed at the 
conclusion of the war, or earlier should the 
Colonial Government allowance be discon­
tinued. The Provincial Government have 
accordingly suggested in all cases where 
their opinion has been sought that such 
aid should be in money, on the understand­
ing that it shall be applied, unless specially 
required otherwise, in enabling the sufferers 
by the war to start again in life at its close. 

I beg to express to you my deep sense 
of the generous sympathy evinced towards 
our community by the citizens of Mel­
bourne. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) E. L. HuMPHRIEs, 

Deputy-Superintendent. 
. John Russell, Esq., 

Exchange, 
Melbourne. 

Superintendent's Office, 
Auckland, 25th September, 1860. 

SIR,-1 have the honor to forward en­
dosed copy of a letter addressed to me by 
the Honorary Secretary to a Public Meet­
ing held at Melbourne for the purpose cf 
taking measures for relieving the sufferers 
by the insurrection at Taranaki, and to re­
qusst that you will have the goodness to 
furnish such information as you can to 
enable me to reply to Mr Russell. 

I have, &c., 

• 
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(Signed) :r . WILLIAMSON, 
Superintendent , 

To His Honor 
The Superintendent of 

Taranaki. 

Enclosure. 
Melbourne Exchange, 

September 10, 1860 . 
Sm,-1 have the honor to enclose for 

your information newspaper report of a 
Public Meeting in this city on Friday last, 
to take into consideration the condition of 
the sufferers by the rebellion in New Zea­
land, and to take steps for their relief by 
an appeal to the sympathy of the inhabi ­
tants of this Colony, and I am requested 
by the Committee to state that t?ey will 
be glad to receive from you any mforma~ 
tion which may aid them in the promotion 
of their object. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) JoHN RussELL, 

Hon. Sec. 
His Honor 

The Superintendent, 
of the Province of Auckland, 

New Zealand. 

Auckland, 1st Oct., 1860. 
Sm -I have the honor to acknowledge 

your ietter of the 26th ult., covering a 
lett~r from Mr John Russell of Melbourne 
on the subject of the Taranaki losses. 

In reply to your request that I will 
supply you with information to enable you 
to reply to Mr Russell, I beg to say that 
the immediate wants of the sufferers are 
provided for by the General Govern·ment 
of New Zealand, whose expenditure in this 
behalf will, in all probability, receive the 
sanction of the Legislature. 

There have, however, arisen losses of a 
very serious character during the .war from 
the destruction of houses, furmture, and 
the driving off and wantonly slaughtering 
of stock. The actual known value of the 
property lost I cannot estimat.e, exce12t in 
a very rough way, but I conJec~ure 1t to 
be little short of £150,000. This amount 
is one which I can hardly hope that the 
Colony at large will be able ~o ~ake good, 
and the desire of the Provmcrnl Govern­
ment is that any voluntary contributions 
made in the Provinces or in the neighbour­
ing Colonies should go towards meeting 
those losses as soon as the close of the war 
enables them to be ascertained. Already 
several sums have been received for the 
purpose and are standing in my name on 
account'of the " Taranaki Relief Fund" in 
the Union Bank of Australia, Auckland. 

I think that the help of our fellow-coun­
trymen in Melbourne will be best afforded 
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in the form of a money contribution to this in the office of the Agent of the Colonial _ 
general fund. Government, Mr Morrison, you will per-

I will take the earliest opportunity of ceive that the Nelson Aid -Committee, of 
communicating the letter of Mr Russell to which Mr Nash was a member, protested 
the inhabitants of Taranaki. In the mean- against that gentleman's proceedings, bnt 
time, I shall be obliged by your forwarding unfortunately without effect. 
my best thanks to himself and those whom The British public may be assured that 
he represents and to the inhabitants of none of the families now at Nelson, or of 
Melbourne generally for the active sym- those who may hereafter be sent there, 
pathy in OU't' troubles, which they have will be allowed to fall into a state of desti­
from the first exhibited. tution, and that Messrs Nash & Scaife have 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) G. CuTFIELD, 

Superintendent. 
J. Williamson, Esq., 

Superintendent, Auckland. 

Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, Taranaki, 

New Zealand, 12th November, 1860. 
GENTLEMEN,-From information I have 

tl1is morning received I am led to believe 
that the firm of Messrs Nash & Scaife, of 
Nelson, have constituted themselves agents 
for the receipt of funds for the relief of the 
Taranaki refugees in Nelson. 

At various times since the commence­
ment of the war it has been found necessary 
to remove from our crowded town the fa­
milies of many settlers, and as Nelson is 
the nearest and most convenient place in 
the Middle Island they have been conveyed 
thither, and most kindly received by the 
Nelson Government and people. The 
number of women and children who have 
found a refuge there is about one thousand: 
they are provided, at the cost of the Colo­
nial Government, with shelter, fuel, and a 
weekly allowance in cash for the purchase 
of food and other necessaries. 

Deprived of the comforts of a home, and 
separated from their husbands and brothers, 

·who are doing duty in the field here, their 
anxieties and cares are very great, and no 
doubt in some instances they need more 
consideration and assistance than it is pos­
sible for the Government to give; but the 
system of placing funds for any charitable 
purpose in the hands of an irresponsible 
mercantile house, which bas no relations 
with the Government, and no authority 
from any local association, is highly dan­
gerous, as the public has no means of as­
eertaining how such funds are expended. 

Messrs Nash & Scaife have succeeded in 
obtaining money and supplies of various 
kinds by means of advertisements in the 
New Zealand and Australian papers, and it 
is to be feared that they will also succeed 
in London if some means be not adopted 
to diffuse as widely as possible correct in­
formation. 

By a reference to the Nelson Examiner 
.newspaper of 22nd August, which is filed 

no warrant from the General or local Go­
vernment of New Zealand, or from any 
public or private body in the Colony, to 
open subscription lists for any purpose 
whatever in connection with the Taranaki 
settlers. 

During the continuance of the war, the 
settlers and their families will, in some way 
or other, be supported by the Colony, but 
at its close they will in the majority of 
cases, be almost penniless. The whole of 
the Taranaki country out of rifle range of 
the different military posts has been devas­
tated by the enemy. In some districts 
every building has been destroyed, while 
in others a few devastated skeletons of 
houses remain ; fences have been destroyed 
or have fallen to decay ; fruit trees have 
been cut down ; and the uncultivated fields 
are being fast overgrown by Scotch This­
tles and other weeds. When peace is re­
stored, the ruined farmer will require funds 
to build a rude· homestead,-to procure 
stock and farming implements, and to re-• 
store his neglected fields. 

The burthens of an infant colony are 
necessarily heavy, and although the grea­
ter part of the expenses of the war will 
fall on the Imperial Treasury a loan of 
£150,000 has to be raised to purchase 
arms for the colonists ; to provide for the 
temporary support of destitute families ; 
to give increased pay to the militia ; and 
to aid in the re-establishment of the Tara,. 
naki settlers by a grant in aid of £25,000. 

It is impossible to estimate at present 
the losses the settlers have sustained, but 
it cannot be less than £100,000, and will 
probably greatly exceed this amount before 
peace is restored, 

I have received several sums voted by 
the Provincial Governments and raised by 
private subscription in the colony, and 
have placed them in the Union Bank of 
Australia, where they will remain until the 
close of the war, when they will be ex­
pended under the sanction of the General 
Government. 

I should not have addressed you on tl1is 
subject had the action of Messrs Nash and 
Scaife not rendered it necessary to adopt 
some means for diverting the private bene­
volence of England into a proper channel , 

• 

• 
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I shall therefore feel extremely obliged if · wh~ were landed here without bedding or blar,~ets, 

You will make the true position of the set- durmg tbe ~ecent_ severe weather, They have ~rnce 
. been supplied with necessary comforts by private 

tiers known as opportumty may offer, and subscription, but it is impossible for a small com­
discountenance any appeals made to the munity like this to meet all the demands of the poor 
public at the instance of private individuals. families who, having lost their "little all," land 

I h & amongst us in many casss perfectly destitute of the 
ave, c.' common necessaries of life, and often of clothing. 

(Signed) G. CuTFIEL?, The Airedale brought down about 120 more last 
Superintendent, night, and it is anticipated that next trip she will 

Messrs John Gladstone & Co. bring down about 300, the exodus being now ren-
London. ' dered compulsory." 

. Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, 12th Nov., 1860. 

Sir,-I have the honor to enclose for 
your information copy of a letter addressed 
by me to the Agents for this Province, 
Messrs. J, Gladstone & Co. 

I ha.ve, &c., 
(Signed) G. CUTFIELD, 

John Morrison, Esq., 
3, Adelaide Place, 

Superintendent. 

King William street, 
London. 

[Enclosing copy of above letter to J. Glad­
stone & Co.] 

REPORT of a Meeting of the Taranaki 
Aid Committee at Nelson contained in the 
Nelson Examiner of the 22nd August, 
1860, referred to in the above correspon­
dence. 

MEETING OF TARANAKI AID 
COMMITTEE. 

A special meeting of the members of the Taranaki 
Aid Committee, convened by circular, was held in 
thP. Chamber of Commerce on Saturday last. The 
members present were Messrs Wells, Travers, Seaiy, 
l31ackett._ Elliott, Connell, Wilson, Lewthwaite, Kerr 
and Curfls, 

Mr. TnA VERS said that be bad called the Com. 
mittee together to take into consideration certain 
statements made by Messrs Nash & Scaife io re­
gard to the present condition of the Taranaki re­
fugees, in a letter addressed by then! to their cor. 
respondents at Wellington. The publication of that 
letter in Wellington had resulted in a public meet­
ing there, convened for the purpose of giving effect 
to suggestions made by Messrs Nash & Scaife, 
based upon the statements in question. He, in 
common with other members of the Committee with 
whom he bad spoken out-of-doors, had felt extreme 
surprise at the statements made by Messrs Nash & 
Scaife; statements reflecting seriously not only 
upon Mr. Gray, the agent employed by the Pro­
vincial Government of New Plymouth in distribut­
ing relief to the Tai-anaki refugees here, and upon 
the local Government acting in conjunction with 
him, but also upon the people of this province and 
upon that Committee of which Mr. Nash was him­
self a mem her, The statements referred to were as 
follows:-

" We beg to offer you our best thanks for your 
kindness in laying our circular letter of the 9th ult. 
before the public of your city, We have not thought 
fit in that to allude to the state of the poor women 
and children who have been sent down here for 
safety, but we can assure you the fearful destitution 
existing amongst them passes description. We may 
mention one case out of many, that of a poor wo­
ma1i with seven children (some of them unwell) 

He need not remind the committee, that at one of 
their earliest meetings, they were informed by Mr, 
Gray, that the Provincial Government of New Ply­
mouth had instructed him to do everything neces­
sary, not merely to main:ain the refugees, but, as 
far as possible, minister to their comfort; and he 
felt assured that he should have the support oft.hat 
committee when he stated, that no man could have 
shown more warm.hearted zeal and more unaffected 
kindness in the .performance of the difficult duty as­
signed to him, than Mr. Gray [hear, hear]. It was 
natural to suppose that people separated as the re-­
fugees were from their homes and from tbe beads 
of their families, would have to undergo a certain 
amount of discomfort which no mere charity could 
obviate; and there were, no doubt, also, certain 
cases of special difficulty; but that anything ap. 
proaching destitution existed amongst them, he be. 
lieved to be entirely untrue [hear, hear]. It was a 
remarkable fact that Mr. Nash, though a member 
of that committee, had never brought these state­
ments either under their notice or under the notice 
of the persons engaged in administering the Govern­
ment relief. The only case ever brought forward 
by Mr. Nash, as far as he (Mr. Travers) was aware 
was one which, on investigation, proved to be en. 
tirely unfounded, the person complaining having 
aetually obtained a passage to Nelson from Tara­
naki, as a chief cabin passenger, by means of false 
pretences-. So far from destitution existing, he 
could aver, and the fact was known to many mem­
bers of the committee, that in some instances, where 
the heads of families had received from the military 
authorities at New Plymouth "prolonged leaves," 
they preferred returning there to serve as militia . 
men, at ls. 6d. a day, to labouring in Nelson for 
the support of their families, And upon what 
grounds?• Simply (as they themselves alleged) 
because, when they took upon themselves the sup­
port of their families, the Government allowance 
would cease, and the latter was much the more cer­
tain and more easily obtained source of mainte­
nance lhear, hear]. The case mentioned by Messrs 
Nash & Scaife in their letter was altogether misre­
presented. The person relerred to was a Mrs Per­
rott and her family, who had arrived here, accom­
panied by her brother, Owing to the neglect of the 
brother her bedding had been left on board the ves­
sel in which they arrived, hut on the \'ery same 
night they were supplied by Mr. and Mrs Lewth­
waite with a sufficient quantity of blankets and co­
verlets, which to this hour had not been returned 
[hear, hear, from Mr. Lewthwaite]. He was in­
formed by Mr. Lewthwaite, moreover, that mat­
tresses had been offered to them at the same time, 
which they had declined. It was true that some of 
the family were ill, and Mr. Gray at once endea­
voured, and with great difficulty obtained, nurses 
for them, and also arranged that they should be 
supplied with all requisite comforts. It was also 
true that many ladies in Nelson had been extremely 
kind to this family, in providing for their sick wants; 
but the case, as presented by Messrs Nash & Scaife 
in their letter, was a gross exaggeration, and calcu­
lated to lead to the impression that these people had 
for some time been permitted to. suffer an extreme 
degree of misery. He thought it possible that 


