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Arms O rd inance, a circular will be addressed to 
e\"ery Resident Magistrate an? Justice of tbe _Peace 
io the Colony, calling upot~ h1111 to use Ills dthgen~e 
to prevent and 1iu1•isb iufrmgeme:its of ,that ,Ord t• 
nance, for 80 long as arms am put mto tbe hands of 
the Natives, it will be impossible to answer fo r the 

peace of the country. . 
As the disturbances at Taranakt appeor to have 

bad their origin in a dispute about the title of Land, 
the Land Purchase Department "iii be instructed 
10 use great caution in entering into any oegociation 
for the purchase of land, until the views of the 
various Claimants shall have been asceitained. 

As regards the purchase of land from the Natives! 
the Government is of opinion that to make Tarnnokt 
a Military Post would teud to operate unfavo~rably 
with the Natives there, and farther to mdtEpoae 
them to part ,nth the ir land. . . 

The least objectionable mode of provtdtng for 
the safety of the Settlement appears '. o be by the 
establishment of a strong and efficient body of 
Armed Polire, to consist, say, for the present, of 
from thirty to forty picked roeo, active, re•olute, 
and trustworthy, to he armed in the most effic1e11t 
manner, with a double barrelled carbine, bayont t, 
and revolve,·, aud already, if possible, familiar with 
the use of arms, so as to ren•ler unnecessary the 
parade of training :-the arms not to be comm on 1y 
worn, the men to be selected, and the force to be 
raised, by the Provincial Au1hori tie~, a~d to_ act ~s 
a body of Constabulary, under their dHection, m 
aid ,f the Civil Power. As the resourcu of the 
Province are insufficient to meet the t'Xpeme of 
maintaining so large a Con~tubultuy Force, the 
Government will if the Provincial Authoritie, desire 
that the Force he orgauise<l, undertake to sliare the 
expense with the Provincinl Government. Su ··h a 
l3odv would not ouly be very efficient in them­
selves, but they would form a valuable ~u­
cleus aroun<i which the armed Settlers mtgh 
rally in case of need. It would be desirable that 
some of the men should understand the mann;e• 
ruen t of a Field Piece; they would he the pro~er 
party to entru&t with the custody aod presen·at10n 
of the Arms and Ammunition helongtn~ to the Go• 
vernment; and as tbe Official duties of st ch a body 
would ordinarily be little more than nommal, they 
might be employed to a con~iderab!e extent ou 
UECtul public works, and assummg such a Force to 
compri ,e a sufficient number of Seamen and 
Marines they might fonn the Harbour B ,at's 
Crew , &~. In the ·.,hser,ce of an orgttnised body to 
defend it, a Block Hume or Stockade" 0uld be of 
liltle real utility, but, if such an armetl Fvrce were 

or• au ised, it would be of importanc-e t\1at thPy 
sb.~u ld have some bui h!i og, however sm all,on wltich 
they could ran back, and there defend themselves, 
:-such a b11ilding might fo r the mo&t part, be 
erected by themselves. - It would be essential that 
the command uf such a Foi-ce should be en ,rusted 
to a Person in whuse prudence aud determination 
the Settlers wou!J have confi dence. 

In conc1u,ion. I am di rec1ed to inform your 
Honor that Mr. J. J. Symond s, formerly Native 
Secretary, bas been requested to proceed, as soon 
as po~sible, to New Plymouth , and to place hi':"'self 
in comm11nicatiou with yourself and t he R e81'.lent 
Magistrs1e in o,rler to preserv~ peace and tran• 
quillity amongst the Natives in New Plymouth. 

I have the honor to be , &c , 
A NDREW SIN CLA IR 

His Honor, Colonial Secretary. 
The Superint endent, 

New Plymouth, 

Resolutions of the Provincial Council adop ted 1st 
Marcb, 1855. 

Ist.-That this Council bn iog taken iuto con• 
sideration 1he despalch add ressed to Li, Honor 
tile Superintendent liy the Colouial Secretary 
dated 10th day Fdiruary 185~, re:ative to Rta• 
tim,ing tro, ps at New P,ym,•ulh, records it• 
en lire di•sati>faetiou with • be conclu•ion th•re­
i n announced a1.<J its denial of evc,y nr~umera.t 
by wb ch it is a tempted to support that con• 

ciusion. 
2nd.-That !hi, Council is of opiAion th•t the ex• 

pedients su;?gcsted by the Despatch fo r the 
defence of the Se,Llemeut are totally inad• 

equate. 
3rd.-'fhat in th,· opinicn of this Council the set• 

tlemeot is even now in immintn dan~er; yet 
as it is pos,ible 110 ... the N"tive character th•t 
the crtH~ moy be d<cferred, an aoplic•tion for 
prulrction to the Home Government is cx­
pulent, 

4th.-TbaL further application to the local Govern• 
meat of New Zealao1! as at presen t constituted 
bring hopeless, this C,.uncil do appoint a com• 
mittee, to prepare an address of remonstrance 
for presentatiou t, Her Mejesty. 

5lh.-That similar addresses be pr·epared for pre · 
seatatinn to llis 1:.xcel·cucy Colonel Go&n: 
IlR01vN& on his assuming the Government of 
the C•Jlonv, and to the other Estates of lhe 
General Assembly when next convened. 

AUS'l'RACT of REVEr'UE received by the General Government from the Province 

of New Plymouth for the Year ending 31st December 1854! and tl~e amounts of 

the same paid over by the General Government to the Prov1nc1al (,overnment. 

REVENUE, 

Customs 
Post Office •• 
Crown Land Sales 
:Fees, Fines, and Penalties 
Surplus Revenue 

Paid to P rovincial Gov1;rnment 

Retained by General Government 

Superintendent's Office, 
6th March, 1855, 

Gen . Government. 
4291 5 3 

103 3 8 
3416 0 O 

135 5 10 
0 0 0 

£7945 14 9 
2505 3 5 
-----

£5440 11 4 

Prov. Government, 
2162 8 ll 

12 14 6 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

330 0 0 

£25 05 3 ~ 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

Printed by G. W. WooN for the Provincial Govern ment. 

• 

NEW ZEALAND 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
FOR THE 

P R O V I N C E OP N E W P L Y M O U T B. 

~ All Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any 0.ffi cial S ig • 

nature thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those 

persons to whom they may relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly. 

CHARLES BROWN, Superintendent. 
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PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 

T HE following Memorial for presenta­
tion to Her Majesty the Queen was 

unanimously adopted at a sitting of the 
Provincial Council held 8th of March 1855, 
and is published for general information. 

I. N. WATT, 
Speaker. 

TO HER MOST GRACIOU S MAJESTY VIC­

TORIA, QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND 1.RELAND, DEFENDER OF THE 
FAITH, &c , &c, &c, 

The Memorial of the Superintendent and Pro• 
vincial Council of the Province of :New Plymouth, 
in the colony of New Zealand.-

H UMBLY SH.BWETH, 

That 1ince the beginning of the month of Au­
gust, 1854 , (a period of more then seven months) 
this Pro,ince has heen the seat of serious and in• 
creasing disturbances amongst the Native Popu!a. 
lion . Upwards of twenty Natives, including a na• 
live Assessor of the Resident Magistrate, have al­
ready fallen, and many more have been wounded, 
in the urious encounters which have recently taken 
place betweeu large bodies of armed Natives wi1hin 
a few miles of the Town of New Plymouth. Tribe 
after Tribe is involved in these feuds, and our set­
tlement seems aLout to become the battle-field for 
a large pa!t of the Maori population. 

That the Natives are fast losing the Inst rem. 
nant of respect for British Law. It would indeed 
be a great error to sur pote that British law bas 
ever been enforced against them in this part of the 

" country, The Native bas been allowed the benefit 
of our law against the E uropean , but the corre1• 
po ntling obligatiooa it baa never in our Province 

been attempted to impose upon him. Persuasion 
and the influence of Chiefs salaried by Government 
have now and then obtained an imperfect justice 
for tbe European , We have acquiesced in the in• 
evitab]e evils of our position, and have been con­
tent to await the time when the Nath es should be 
brought within the pale of our civilization, But a 
crisis bas now occurred, and the weak pretences 
which covered the supremacy of the savage have 
been done away with. The slaughter of an Asses­
sor, Rawiri Waiaua , and his unarmed party al ­
most within ou! homesteads,_has been followed by 
other acts of violence. Fortified Pahs are rapidly 
rising throughout the district. The N ativea de• 
clare to us "your law is weak and we return to 
our old cu atoms ; " and though as yet their own 
people have been the only sufferers, we know not 
how s~oa_ i! may be our turn, since the imprudence 
of an 1od1v1dual may at any moment involve our 
whole community, 

That one of the two parties into which tl:ie Na­
tives are d_ivided,_ (commonly styled the friendly 
party,) claims a right to the su~port of the British 
Government, Tbe general ground of this claim is 
the fact that this party has been favorable to Land 
Sales and the extension of the Enropean settle , 
ments, Rawiri b1:longed to this side, and actually 
met hie dea1h whilst cutting the boundary line of 
a Block he ,us about to oll'er to Government with 
the sanction of the resident Land Purchase Com­
missioner. The other native party is inveterately 
opposed to the extension of our territory, The 
Officers of Government are continually solicited 
by the former party for supplies of arms and am .. 
munition and threats are thrown out that if theae 
be not given, they will be taken, They revile what 
they term our cowardice in leaving Rawiri unaven • 
ged. " He was one of your ma11istates," they 
tell us " and he fell in your cause. '' It is certa in 
this party if worsted , would fall back on the Town , 
from which the nearest of their Pabs is not dista,,t 
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aboYe two miles: In si.ch 11 state of affairs we have troop3 than most districts of New Zealand, •ind 
~, e•t rea•on to fear that we shall shortly be drag- certainly much more so than any field in which 
ged into the quarrel, EuMpeans have hitherto been opposed tu Maories; 

That the se ttlement is wholly without defence.- That a Garrison at New Plymouth with a few 
It possesses no kind of fortification, and the fire - field pieces would have at command all the Pahs 
arms supplied many years ago by Government and and native cultivations between this and the Wai• 
t he New Zealand Company 11re iuefficient, Of tara , and would thereby afford us the surest gua­
ammunition there is little, and that little not to be rantee of peace with a people who are well able to 
relied upon, The militia bas never been embodied, compute forces, and (for barbarians) are singularly 
and it is in the opinion of your Memorialists im· fond of property, and the possessors of a large 
possible at the present juncture to place any re• amount of it. 
liance on such a force for the defence of the settle• That the General Government of New Zealand 
ment. Your Memorialists and their fellow-settlers has been kept constantly informed on the subject 
are not to blame for their helpless position "'.hicb of th is Memorial, and is well aware of our senti,. 
bas been enforced upon them by the pacific and ments, but baa hitherto declined to take any step 
humanely intended policy of Your Majesty's Gov• for thb succour of the settlement either by a supply 
ernment. of efficient arms, or by sending troops. It is not 

'fbat Your Memorialis ts are not prepared to ask possible here to discuss the reasons alleged for the 
for the enforcement of E ritish law against the war. continued refusal of troops. W e can onlv say, 
like population of these I s ands, being satisfied that , that to us they nppear wholly insufficient, and no­
even were it clearl) just, the thing i. quite im- ' thing b t the respect due to your Majesty's Re. 
practicable. But Your Memonal1sts 3re of opinion prt ent t1rn prevent us from characterizing them 
that the presence cf a stroll • body of Tro~-is at in more forcible terms. 
New Plymo ·th has become essent,· I to the pen., That your Memoria lists do not impute to those 
nal safety of the settlers, 1111d to e main tenance at whose disposal the Military force of this Colony 
of that neutrality which the Britis· G1vP.1 sat resent nL ""1 ij coo cious actuation by im• 
has assumed int cnati O - .. ~r~els W0 n ·e o ••' ,t1roper n , yes fime and patience have caused 
~ens1ble that before ·l i e orial can eacu its des any :t- ative , culties to disappear; and in our 
tination it is <JUite poss1 le that New Plymoutl e the n " • 0 e , •~ t<' j, nt'fy a public mau 
may have shared the fo ' ,. ol I".Qrorare' ·a, et I t 1 l ttle ·now I d6e of N'ltiv, character in yielding 
thOU"b we sl·ould i 1c 1t:nll, ~.,cap'- tu~ i me. t a belie! of our security, which 0 11 other grounds 
diate dang_e~, t~e c•us~s w~ich hav~ produced_ thil \ it i, conveni• t tn enter Ri P. But we must be al. 
p resent cris is will all remam Ill active or.ervt10L; ow~ to ep )r t u d" ·~fl uence which local 
and it is possible, and no ind t II i p~·o 1 . ~ i t re t . e, a• we b2ueve, been suffered to 
the Native character, that the p resent elements of J acquire in the coneuct of the affairs of this Colony. 
Ftri fe may smoulder fo1· many months 'ere the f.n'>l 

I 
Th t v rious measure• fo" '1e '>afety of the set• 

outbreak. Therefore we feel we should be wanti g •JrmPnt ·uggesterl' - • 1l: cellency through the 
in our duty to oi.· "" . ituents oid we neg! c to 

I 
Co , • Sec,._ 1 by • • McLean , have bten 

ur~e ht the dis ut s; ,t o en1 ire our ct air., or c .... ..... ~u~a.~d uy ytn:H· .LViemorialists .t 
1 

n Jpear to us 
h elp; ll'usting that help may reach us ' ere it be eithe1· impr11cticRhle or inadeq ate. On th~ callin::; 
too late. out of the Militia suggested by Mr. McLean, we 

That there is no ground for supposing that the have already expressed an opinion. Another sug. 
presence of troops at New Plymouth would have ges tion is the embot!iment of a Native Force. A 
noy tendency to embroil us with the Natives, Be• knc9<' ledge of the Natives of this district assures us 
fore the death of Rawiri which was the commence• tha t ;he experiment woultl he a very dangerous one. 
ment of the present troubles, an application for We ere unable to presene discipline amougsl our 
t roops was made to Government by Hone Ropiha, small force of Native Police ar.d shou ld conoider 
an assessor and a peace•loviug and infl11entinl chief. an armed body of Natives more dangerous to our. 
He foresaw the mischief then brewing, and believed selves than to the enemy, except indeed as allies 
<_we think truly ,) that the preseuce of a miiitary 

I 
of rm European force. Moreover the cooneclion 

fo rce would huve averted it . A large body of '!a •· of the variuu1 members of such a force with one or 
tives would rejoice at the eight of soldiers. Others, othc, of the native parties in the preeent \•~rfare 
it is t rue, might have s jealous feeling on the snh• would be likely to compromise ourselves. We 
ject, but it would be easy to restore confidence by cannot pass without remark His Exceilency•s 
judicious el,'.planations, Your Majesty will pe,ceive main suggestion that our Police Force be increased 
it is unlikely we should urge measures really cal• to 30 or 40 men to be armed with carbmes 9Dd 
culated to lead to a collision which (however it revolvers. We do not intend to deny the efficiency 
might result) would certainly occasion the destrnc- of •uch a Force composed of men acquainted with 
tioo of the chief part of our property. the country and (as His Excellency has suggested) 

That in consequence of the disallowance of the previous ly used to arms. But the number named 
greater part of the New Zealand Company's ori- betrays in ou r judgement a wonderful misappre­
ginal purchase byGovernorFitzroy, of the extensive hensioa of the actual exigency. Indeed ia another 
Jana purcheses made in other P rovinces, and of Despatch of the Colonial Secretary, His Excellency 
Reserves made in this Province for the natives of state~ from 300 to 500 troops as what might be 
other districts, there bas been a prog1·essive in• required. Nor are we even told where we are to 
crease oftbe Maori f?Opulation of Taranaki. When ealist 40 men of the kind required, 
we arrived fourteen years ago, we could not count That the reality of our danger is undisputed. 
tens where we now reckon hundreds. The action, It has been urged on the Government by the Chief 
if not the policy of the General Government has Land Purchase Commissioner Mr. McLean to 
tended to concentrate upon ua the Native popula- whose Report on the subject made to His Excel. 
tion from all parts of New Zealand, thereby expos- !ency 1he Officer Administering the Government 
ing us to increasing difficulty and danger, whilst and accompanyi11g this Memorial we respectfully 
1be other Provinces are proportionably relieved.- beg to nfer Your Majesty, Most of your Me­
Thus we have a special claim to protection. morialiets are old settlers habituated to the ways of 

That it having been alleged that the country the Maories. That we have maintained our ground 
about New Plymouth is peculial"ly unfavorable for in Taranaki under great discouragement from a 
military operations Your Memorialista, (without Native opposition, fostered rnthe, than checked by 
pretending to any military knowledge,) do most the early Governors of the Colony, is proof that ws 
unhesitatingly declare their belief that the contrary are not subject to vain terror, and that our presant 
is the fact; and that the levels of Taranaki are application to Your Majesty is worthy of regard. 
vastly more favorable for the mo,ement of regular Tba! your Memoriali~ta 11re convince<l that un-
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Jes~ a ~onsi,)erable military force be for some years 
m,amtamed in New Zealand and especially in dis­
tricts like Taran3ki where a large Nat· 
I t

. . . r ve popu. 
a 10n is 10 contact with a British Settlement 

a_u~ther costly and deplorable war with the Abo~ 
r1gmal race will_ be ultimately inevitable. We be• 
1eech Your Mai~sty not to be misled by flattering 
accounts of Native progress into the belief that the 
New Zealaoder is a civilised man, The proaress 
made ( often we regret to believe more app;rent 
than real) cannot be secured if your British subjects 
are le~t at the mercy of semi-savages. Maintain 
for a time that display of strength which bas hi­
thert_o e~sured some respect for the British power, 
and 11 will we helieve at no distant date become 
un~ecessary-Witbdraw it prematurely and You 
MaJestr may witness in this part of You~ Majesty': 
Domm1ons calamities as great as those which have 
r~cently occurre_d under British rule in South Af. 
f1Ca, Savages aespise the weak-we have fallen 
rnto contempt; and those who hne become con­
temptible are no longer safe. 

Your. Memorialists therefo~e pray that Your 
Maie_sty will be pleased to cause aa efficient 
G~rr1son to be posted at Taranaki for the de­
fence of the ~ettlers, And we further pray 
Y ?Ur Majesty will be pleased not to reduce the 
m1l1t_ary force at present in these Islands un, 
less md~ed th~ requirements of the righteous 
warfare ID whrch Your M9jesty and the Empire 
are al ready engaged should unhappily render 
it absolutely necessary to recall Troops, 

And vour Memorialists will ever pray &c, 

NOTICE. -J N co~pliance with the 7th of the fol-
l_owrng Resolutions they are hereby 

published for general information. 
CHARLES BROWN, 

Superintendent's Office, 
15th March, 1855, 

Superintendent, 

PASSED unanimously at a Public Meeting 
held at the Masonic Hall on ::iaturday, 10th 
March, 1855. 

" Th_at this Meetiqg having taken into consider­
atwn t~e Despatch of th Honorable the Co­
loma! Secr~tary of 10th Februm·y, in replv to I 
tw~ memortals addres•~d by liie 1nhsbitant ol 
this Prov_1nc': to ia Excellency the Governor ; I 
,;~d cons1denog also the ample information 
laid b_efore H is Excellency by His Honor the I 
Superrutelildeut and the Provincii.11 Council of l 

New Plymouth and by Mr Commissioner Mc 
Lean, espresses its deep regret that no steps 
have been taken by the Government to protect 
lhe lives and properties of the settlers of New 
Plymouth endangered by the hostile attitude 
and lawless condition of the native population. 

"That in the ~pinion of t his meeting the Gov­
er~ment p roJect of entrusting the defence of 
th rs settlement to a Mili1ia and Armed Police 
!orce n_ot yet organised is not only illusive, 
1mprac~1ca~le; and wholly inadequate, but 
would tnevttably ensure the most disastrous 
r~sults in the event of a collision with the ni.­
tives/' 

" Tha! in the opinion of this meeting the ex• 
ped1eots suggested by the Goverument are 
not of the slighte~t practical utility-that they 
would lend to brmg tbe Govornment into still 
greater c, ntempt Yiith the natives, and wholly 
destroy what httle may yet remain of respeci 
fo1· British au thority." 

"Th~t the present unsettled condition of tho 
nat!ve population is main ly attributable to the 
p_ohcy pursued by the Government of purchaa 
BID/;\ from the scauered tribes of Taranaki their 
cluims to laud, in ~ther parts of the colony, 
th_us rendering mevltable the return of sucll 
tribes to this district, and compron1ioi11g the 
safety of the Province." 

" That so far from the presence of a Military 
force preventing the acquirement of fresh trac, 5 
of land from the Natives, it would on the cun. 
trary materially accelerate it as those who are 
now willing to se ll are overawed by 1ho8e who 
are opposed to any further 8ale of land," 

" That in the opinion of this meeting the pre. 
sence of a Mi litary force would uot only pro• 
v1de for the present eafety of the Resident and 
encourage the location of new settlers, but en-
6ure such deference on the part of the natives 
to co11stituted authority as would eventu111Jy 
prevent any future embarrassments.'' 

"That the chairman be instructed to forward a 
copy_ of the resolutions passed at this meeting 
t~ his Hou_or the Superintendent requosting 
him to publish the same in tlie • Government 
G.zette' of the Province.'' 

" That a Committee consisting of Messrs R 
Brown, I. N, \, alt, and T. King be appointt?tl 
to draw up a demorial on lhe •ubjecl of 
th: above Re olutions to His Exccileocy 
Co:onel Gorb -,own." 

" l 'bat this Meetio;; do adopt he address to He 
:Majesty of the Superinteudent and Provin'cia~ 
Council which has been read by the ch•irlll 
at the commenc~m:ut of 1hi1 Meeting." 

1111 
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