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PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. ordeal of a first session with no other 
change than that which was rendered neces-

W EDNESDAY, 12th AuousT, 1857. sary by the appointment of Mr Parris as 

THE Superintendent prorogued the Pro- Residen~ Land Pur~hase Commis_sioner­
, vincial Council at 5.30, P.M., and de- ~n appomt~~nt which I trust will result 

- livered the following m our obtammg a further supply of land. 
ADDRESS Many of the Ordinances you have pass-

Mr Speaker, • ed during t!rn present sessi?n will, I belie~e, 
and Gentlemen of the Provincial Council- ?e beneficial to the so~1al and matenal 

It is with much pleasure that I mterests of the Provmce. They are 
now relieve you from your duties, and in the-- . 
doing so I tender you my sincere thanks l. Roads and _Bnd~es 
for the attention you have given to the 2. Deeds R_eg~stratrnn 
various matters which have been brought 3• Approp_nation . . 
under your consideration. 4. Education Comm1ss1on 

As we are now at the close of the session in 5• Slaughte1; Ho~se 
which the system of responsible adminis- 6• D_og R:egistratrnn 
tration has been first introduced, I must 7. Licensmg Amendment 
not allow the occasion to pass without ex- 8• Loan 
pressing my sense of the great advantage 9. Crow!1 Grants Endorsement 
to the Province arising from the harmoni- lO. Public R~serves 
ous relation and united action of the 11. Empowering. 
Superintendent and Provincial Council Three bills have been laid before you 
which is thereby secured. and subsequently abandoned-

That some of the measurei; introduced Town Sales Annulling 
by the Government ·should have met with Custody of Crown Grants and 
more or less opposition in the Council was Fencing 
to be expected, and might be deerred de- Two others, the Cart Tax and American 
sirable, as the best guarantee for the Blight, have been rejected by you. 
soundness of our public measures, is a full The first of the Ordinances which I have 
and free discussion of them in this Coun- enumerated, the Roads and Bridges, is as you 
cil. But it is a matter for congratulation are aware from the despatch laid on the 
that the Executive Council, first nomina- table yesterday, disallowed by the Gover­
ted by me, should have passed through the nor, some provisions of the clauses im-



( 54) 

ported from the Public Works Ordinance 
of 1855 being deemed by his Excellency's 
advisers to be beyond the powers of the 
Provincial Legislature. The disallowance 
of this Ordinance, which continued the 
action of the Public Works Ordinance, 
leaves the latter in full force and operation; 
and as the district meetings were summoned 
under its provisions, no inconvenience will 
arise in the collection or expenditure of the 
:rates leviable. It is, however, my inten­
tion during the recess, to ascertain more 
particularly the clauses of the Roads and 
Bridges Ordinance which may be deemed to 
come under the doubtful restrictions of the 
19th section of the Constitution Act, and 
at the commencement of the next ses­
sion to lay before you another bill for the 
same purpose, which shall be free from 
such objections, and render valid all pro­
ceedings which shall have been taken under 
the disallowed Ordinance. 

The Deeds Registration Ordinance lega­
lises the present practice of !the Register 
Office in New Plymouth, and amends some 

• of the inconvenient regulations of the Co­
lonial Ordinance. 

Under the provisions of the Education 
Commission Ordinance, I have appointed 
a Board of five gentlemen, (in whose abi­
lity for the proper discharge of the duties 
they have undertaken I have the fullest 
confidence,) to enquire into and consider 
the system of Education best adapted for 
the Province. 

In connection with the subject of Edu­
eation, may be mentioned the " Public 
Reserves Ordinance, 1857." You are 
probably aware that it was the desire of 
my predecessor to contract the boundaries 
of the Town (a desire concurred in by a 
large majority of the Council), and for this 
purpose he applied to the General Govern­
ment to suspend the sale of town lands 
until the selected sections outside the pro­
jected new boundaries could be exchanged 
for land within them. In this application, 
however, he was unsuccessful; but the 
passing of the Waste Lands Act in 1854 
gave to the Province an opportunity of 
recommending to the Governor its own 
land regulations. Advantage was ta}cen of 
this power to reserve for educational objects 
the lmsold town lands, park~, and belt, 
equal to about 280 acres, to be vested in 
the Superintendent under the "Public Re­
serves Act 1854," of the General Assembly. 
This Act gives to the Provincial Legisla­
tures authority to change the specific pur­
poses for which reserves shall have been 
made, and this power it is now proposed to 
exercise by the Ordinance you have pass­
ed, The supposition that it was ever 

contemplated to apply to the one sole pur­
pose of education all the lands reserved by the 
18th clause of the Regulations can hardly 
be seriously entertained, when it is con­
sidered that in this reserve are included the 
present Court House and Gaol, the Super­
intendent's residence, and numerous town 
sections required for satisfying outstanding 
claims and for roads which are absolutely 
necessary, and have been in use for years. 
Had such been the intention, it would 
have been necessary to re-purchase all 
these lands from the Commissioners who 
may hereafter be appointed to administer 
the educational reserves, at a cost which 
the revenue of the Province could not well 
defray, so that we should be reduced to 
the necessity of incurring a heavy debt or 
levying a tax for the purchase of lands 
which were, in point of fact, reserved from 
sale that they might be available for the 
purposes I have named. 

The Public Reserves Ordinance will 
place these lands at your disposal at your 
next sitting, and I rely with confidence on 
you to apply them judiciously to the 
varwus objects for which they were retained 
in the hands of the Government. 

The Crown Grants Endorsement Bill was 
laid before you {n order to remedy a defect 
in the title to lands sold for non-payment· 
of rates leviable in respect of public 
works. 

The Slaughter House, Dog Registration, 
and Licensing Amendment Ordinances are 
provisions for public convenience, health, 
and comfort. 

The Custody of Crown Grants Bill was 
abandoned, as the object was subsequently 
more conveniently provided for in the 
Deeds Registration Ordinance. 

The Town Sales Annulling Bill was 
abandoned, because the passing of it, after 
the almost unanimous refusal of the Coun­
cil to sanction the accumulation of rates 
proposed in the Public Works Amendment 
Bill, would in many cases have left the 
Government without any means of recover-' 
ing the rate. 

I have now only to notice the Fencing 
Bill, which received the anxious attention 
of the Government, as a measure of practi­
cal utility on this subject is most urgently 
needed ; but the different requirements· of 
the lands in the several districts, and in 
their various stages of cultivation, render 
the framing of a system for the just appor­
tionment of the liabilities, a matter of no 
ordinary difficulty and anxiety. I trust, 
however, that the next session will not 
close without some practical measure 
being adopted by you. 

Acting upon a Resolution of the Co\ln~ 
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cil, and in deference to the strong opinion 
of the community, I have reduced the boat­
ing charges on shipping, without making a 
corresponding reduction on landing goods. 

The Loan Billmustnecessarilybereserved 
for the signification of his Excellency the 
Povernor's pleasure thereon, and I trust to be 
enabled during the time that will intervene 
before the result can be known, to obtain 
designs and specifications on the erection 
of a bridge over the Waiwakaiho River. 

In addition to those measures already as­
sented to, it will be necessary during the 
next session, to lay before you bills for 
amending the Land Rigulations, and for 
1irovidiug new lines of Road where neces­
sary, and compensating the O'wners and 
occupiers of lands affected by them. 

I am in communication with the General 
Government respecting the appointment of 
Commissioners to deal with the Native 
Reserves, and also respecting the acquisi­
tion from the Natives by lease of the 
pasture lands on our southern coast boun­
dary, and should my applications be suc­
cessful, they will have the effect of ma­
terially developing the resources of the 
Province. 

With regard to our general relations with 
the Native inhabitants, whilst I am fully 
alive to the necessity of the utmost exertion 

to induce them to adopt our laws, and assist 
in enforcing them, I also feel that any 
action that may be attempted by this Pro .. 
vince without the support of the General 
Government will only tend to increase the 
contempt for our authority, which a long 
course of misrule has engendered in the 
Native mind. It is my intention to enter 
into correspondence with his Excellency's 
Government on this subject, and I hope 
with your advice and assistance, to be able 
to take measures which may be consistent 
with the views of the General Government, 
and tend ultimately to bring the Native 
population of this Province under British 
law. In the meantime, arrangements have 
been made for the translation into tl!.c 
Native tongue of such portions of our 
Ordinances as can be considered applicable 
to the Native race in its present condition, 
that they may have an opportunity of 
ascertaining what our laws are before they 
are required to adopt them. 

In taking my leave, I beg to thank you 
for your advice and assistance-and I 
now declare this Council to be prorogued 
to the 7th of October next. 

New Plymouth, 

G. CUTFIELD, • 
Superintendent. 

12th Augmt, 1857. 

ABSTRACT of the REVENUE and EXPENDITURE of the Provincial Govern­

ment of New Plymouth from the 1st January to the 30th June, 1857, inclusive. 

REVENUE. £ s. d. 

Cash in hand 1st January 4 14 4 

Customs to 31st May 824 5 4 

Do contribution to boat service to 31st May 125 0 0 

Land Fund to 31st May 916 13 4 

Police-Carriage of Southern Mail to 31st March 21 0 0 

Pound Fees 11 0 10 

Licenses-Auctioneers 80 0 0 
Publicans 240 0 0 
Pasturage 53 9 0 

373 9 0 

Registration of Deeds ... 40 6 0 

Miscellaneous-Rent of portion of building in Brougham-
street 5 0 0 

Expenses on Town Sections advertised 
for sale for arrears of Road rates ... 1 1 0 

Sale of Plans of Hua Village site ... 7 0 
6 8 0 

Repayments for assisted passages from England ... 116 17 4 
Do do from Melbourne 48 0 0 

164 17 4 

£2487 14 2 


