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THE following Memorial of the Provi~­
cial Council of New Plymouth to His 

Excellency the Governor, the Legislative 
Council, and the House of Representatives, 
is published for general information. 

I. N. WATT, 

Provincial Secretary. 

To the Honorable the House of Represen­
tatives of New Zealand in Parliament 
assembled. 

The Memorial of the Provincial Council of 
the Province of New Plymouth, 

Sheweth, 
That the settlement of New Plymouth 

was founded in the beginning of the year 
1841 under the most favorable auspices; 
that it received by direct emigration from 
England more than 1000 settlers during the 
two first years of its existence ; that during 
the last fifteen years it has continued to re­
ceive accessions of population from the pa­
rent country; and yet that the present in­
habitants of the Province of European birth 
and descent are fewer than 2500, exclusive 
of the garrison. 

That the Province contains by estima­
tion 2,176,000 acres of land, 300,000 of 
which form a belt of the richest arable soil 
in the colony, extending along a coast line 
-0f 115 miles ; and that the remainder, which 

is covered with a dense forest, is equally 
fertile and contains but a small proportion 
of unavailable land. 

That of this comparatively large extent 
of valuable country, the European inhabi­
tants occupy only 11,000 acres of open 
land and 32,000 acres of forest, while a dis­
trict of 20,000 acres of surveyed forest lnnd 
remains unsold in the hands of the Provin­
cial Government, on account of the outlay 
required to bring it into cultivation, the su­
periority of the unoccupied open land in 
its vicinity, and the insecure state of the 
Province. 

That the native population of the province 
in the year 1856 appears, by a census taken 
by the 'Assistant Native Secretary, to have 
been only 1,782 ; and that this number has 
not since been increased. 

That the lands held by these 1,782 na­
tives are estimated to comprise more than 
two millions of acres, one seventh of which 
are immediately available for the plough, 
and the remainder are quite equal in value 
and position to the forest lands held by the 
settlers. 

That the Natives, even when at peace 
with each other, are unable to occupy more 
than a very inconsiderable portion of the 
extensive country they inhabit. That they 
have no flocks of sheep, and their hones 
and cattle bear no proportion to the extent 
of country over which they range. 

That the possession of these waste land~ 
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entails on the Natives continual disputes, 
because the tribes which claim them are but 
the disorganised remains of a once nume­
rous people, which have but recently re­
turned from slavery and exile. 

That the discord, rivalry, and conflicting 
clafms of this broken people, who have lost 
all respect for the authority of those who, 
under other circumstances would have been 
their hereditary chiefs, has prevented them 
from acting in concert for the disposal of 
the lands they collectively claim ; although 
many sections among them are most anx­
ious to dispose of a species of property, 
which is unproductive of any real benefit to 
them and retards their progress in civilisation 

That the Native feud, which has for the 
last four years been raging in Taranaki, ori­
ginated in the attempt of Rawiri W aiaua, a 
native assessor and the principal chief of his 
tribe, to sell a piece of land to the Govern­
ment, which had been a cause of quarrel be. 
tween himself and one of his relations. Ka­
tatore, an inferior chief of the same tribe 
and a minor claimant, was unwilling that 
the land should be sold ; and on Rawiri 
proceedini to mark out the boundary for 
the Government, he and several of his fol­
lowers were shot down by Katatore and his 
adherents. It was the first blood which had 
been shed among the Natives since the ar­
rival of the settlers. The local authorities 
were paralyzed, for they were too feeble to 
apprehend the murderers ; but the survi­
ving relatives and friends of Rawiri assem­
bled in arms, and would have proceeded 
to immediate hostilities, had they not been 
dissuaded from taking such a step by the 
Resident Wesleyan missionary, who assured 
them that British law would be enforced. 
Unhappily at this crisis, His Excellency 
Colonel Wynyard, the officer administering 
'the government of the Colony, was daily 
awaiting the arrival of a permanent Gover­
nor, the first General Assembly under the 
Constitution Act was in session and the 
whole machinery of government was in a 
state of transition. The government of the 
day decided not to act, and despatched Mr 
Commissioner McLean to inform the Na­
tives that the murder was the result of a 
Native quarrel in which the government 
could not interfere. The friends of Rawiri 
burning for revenge and finding that the 
law was not to be enforced, expressed great 
indignation, because the interval which had 
elapsed had enabled Kata tore to secure him­
self in a strong pa and to assemble around 
him a number of men hostile to the sale of 
land. The friendly Natives urged that they 
were friendly to the settlers, that they had 
conformed to our law in not taking revenge 
for their slain relatives, and that now they 

must either submit to the dictation of Ka­
tatore, or contest with him unassisted by 
the Government a cause in which the colo­
nists and themselves were equally concern­
ed. They urged, moreover, that such had 
been their reliance on the justice and the 
power of the Government, that they had 
ceased to reckon on their own strength ; 
they had allowed their guns to rust and 
possessed but a scanty store of powder and 
ball, while their opponents, who had always 
been hostile to British occupation, were well 
armed and munitioned; and their ultimate 
and least demand was, that they should be 
supplied with the means of opposing their 
enemies. 

·while your memorialists admit that the 
rictical position of the settlement in 1854 
demanded the utmost circumspection on 
the part of the Government, they are never­
theless of opinion that the enforcement of 
the law against Katatore and his followers, 
at any hazard, would have been as wise and 
prudent, as it would have been a just 
act. 

The history of the past four years has 
shewn forcibly the lamentable results of a 
contrary policy. Relieved from all dread 
of the interference of the Government, the 
wild passions of the Natives at once found 
vent. Three months after the murder ofRawiri 
W aiaua some of the relatives of Ihaia te Kiri 
Kumera executed summary justice on a 
Ngatiruanui Native, who had been guilty of 
adultery with Ihaia's wife, and this act was 
speedily followed by the invasion oflhaia's 
land by 300 men of that tribe. Ihaia's pa 
was stormed and taken after a stout resist­
ance, and Ihaia and his surviving followers 
were only saved by a friendly diversion, ef­
fected by the adherents of Rawiri. The 
Ngatiruanui, aftertheir victory, visited Ka­
tatore and remained in the vicinity of his 
pa for some days ; but happily for the peace 
of the settlement they decided on returning 
to their homes by the way they had come, 
instead of marching through the town as 
they at one time contemplated. In the 
meantime the feud between the friendly Na­
tives and Kata tore hourly gathered strength. 
Arama Karaka, the brother of Rawiri, ar­
rived from the South and.assembled in the 
Ninia pa all the Natives in the vicinity who 
advocated the sale of land, while Katatore 
was joined by Wiremu Kingi and subse­
quently hy the Ngatiruanui. It was at this 
time that the danger of the settlement be­
came imminent, for the mass of the settlers 
were known to sympathise with the friendly 
Natives besieged in the Ninia pa, and many 
of them supplied the besieged with mu­
nitions of war. It was also at this time, 
that at the pressing instance of the settlers 
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and the Provincial Government, a garrison 
was first stationed in Taranaki. By the 
arrival of the Ngatiruanui the friendly Na­
tives, besieged in the Ninia, were reduced 
to severe straits, and Arama Karaka be­
sought the aid of Ihaia, which was given, 
on the condition that the latter should re­
eeive the land at Ikamoana as the reward 
of his services. Shortly after a battle took 
place between the Ngatiruanui on the one 
side, and the Ninia Natives and Katatore 
on the other, which terminated in the de­
feat and retirement of the former. 

After the departure of the Ngatiruanui, 
the belligerents, exhausted by a long con­
tinuance of hostilities were anxious to ter­
minate the feud, and in a short time peace 
was apparently established, but the element 
of discord still existed to burst forth again 
with renewed vigor. Ihaia held the land 

500 men, and the immediate supporters of 
Ihaia at 100. Ihaia in his hour of danger 
besought the aid of his allies in Waikato 
and upper Whanganui, and many bodies 
from those distant places have reache<l 
Waitara. Some of these people have merely 
endeavoured to effect a peace between the 
contending parties, in the interest of Ihaia; 
but Wiremu te Korowhiti, a Whanganui 
chief, is now involved in the feud by the 
death of a relative, who was shot by Ihaia's 
opponents. Ihaia has been recommended 
by his allies from Whanganui and Waikato 
to secure himself by a retreat to either of 
those countries, but he has refused to aban­
don his land. Emissaries from Potatau 
have likewise assailed him with importuni­
ties, but he has refused to listen to them, 
and says he will still rely on the justice of 
the Government, and is supported by the 
sympathy of the settlers. 

A short time since, when the position of 
Ihaia seemed desperate, and when his prin­
cipal opponent, Wiremu Kingi, had evinced 
a determination to slaughter without regard 
to sex or age the whole of the inmates of 
the Karaka pa, a memorial was addressed 
to His Excellency, praying him to rescue 
these unfortunate people. That memorial 
was responded to by the offer to remove 
Ihaia with his followers to the Chatham 
Islands, which was at once refused, for 
Ihaia could at any time have secured his 
safety by retreat to Waikato or Whanga­
nui. 

at Ikamoana, the price of his assistance to 
the Ninia people, but his claim was not 
assented to by Katatore, for the land in 
question was the common property of the 
tribe, and Katatore himself was a minor 
claimant, and was at war with the majority 
when the cession was made. After the es­
tablishment of this hollow peace, Katatore, 
who for many years had maintained his in­
fluence by opposing the sale of land, sud­
denly changed his policy, and became a 
most enthusiastic advocate on the other 
side. He at once took the foremost place 
in the consideration of the Government, 
while the men who had only remained con­
sistent were thrust aside for the new man, 
and the negotiations for the purchase of 
land, which ensued immediately on the es­
tablishment of peace, depended mainly on 
the influence of Katatore. Ihaia still held 
the land at Ikamoana. His position had 
not been considered in the peace made by 
the Puketapu family, and his war flag still 
flew from his pa. Several of the Ninia 
people, who had been adherents of Rawiri, 
and had fought side by side with Ihaia, 
now conceived the infamous project of des­
troying by the same blow Katatore, who 
had slain their relatives, and Ihaia, who had 
rescued them from imminent danger. They 
induced Ihaia to join with them in a con­
spiracy for the assassination of Katatore, 
and after the perpetration of the deed rose 
in arms against him. Ihaia, betrayed by 
his associates, maintained himself in his pa 
at Ikamoana for some time, but at length 
retreated to the home of his people at Wai­
tara, where he was immediately besieged in 
the Karaka pa by the followers of Kata­
tore, by his associates in the murder, by 
Wiremu Kingi and many of the Taranaki 
and Ngatiruanui tribes. The number of 
his ?pponents may _be :rudely estimated at 

It cannot be a matter of wonder to your 
Honorable House, that your memorialists 
and the settlers have always evinced a deep 
interest for the welfare of those NatiYes, 
who by their efforts to sell land have been 
p!unged into a harassing war, and have 
been refused the assistance of the Govern-
ment. Every act of the Government has 
hitherto been prejudicial to them, and, had 
they not been upheld by the sympathy of 
the settlers, they would in all probability 
have long since succumbed to the power 
and the arts of their opponents; and the 
two bodies, united by the common feeling 
of race, and embittered by the mutual los­
ses they had sustained, woul<l have sought 
satisfaction by despoiling the settlers. 

Ihaia, the chief now besieged in the Ka­
raka pa, has always hacl most intimate re­
lations with the settlers, and his friendly 
and honest character has ever gained him a 
foremost place in their esteem. His claims 
to land at Waitara are considerable, and at 
a time when other Natives looked with no 
friendly eye 011 the progress of the colo­
nists, he made the most strenuous exertions 
to locate settlers at W aitara, but he failed 
in all his efforts to .secure the cooperation 


