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Calls to blow up tunnel 

By: ANTHONY John 



Dynamite the Awakino tunnel - that's what Taranaki transport officials want. 

They say the one-lane hole through a limestone cliff is stifling the Taranaki economy and costing transport companies millions of dollars. 

In April the tunnel will be widened, but if Taranaki Regional Council gets approval from the Government it could be removed altogether by 2013. 

A number of rock protrusions, which larger vehicles occasionally hit, need to be removed and about 400 millimetres will be shaved off. 

Road Transport Association executive officer Tom Cloke said he wanted to see the tunnel removed as soon as possible. Vehicles above three metres could not fit through the tunnel. 

North-bound vehicles leaving New Plymouth had to travel south to Bulls and turn onto State Highway 1, adding nearly 350 kilometres to the journey to Hamilton and costing an extra $1000 in fuel, he said. 

"It costs the region and the country by having that tunnel there," Mr Cloke said. 

The number of over-sized vehicles carrying machinery to and from the region was growing, he said. 

"Everything is getting bigger these days." 

Improving transport networks was critical to the growth of primary industries in Taranaki, he said. 

The tunnel was built in the late 1800s. 

"It's a fantastic piece of architecture really because it was probably built with picks and shovels." 

There were cultural hurdles that would have to be overcome. 

"Some people think it's an icon and a rarity," he said. 

The tunnel would most likely need to be blown up or shaved off, he said. 

TRC regional transport committee chairman Roger Maxwell said he hoped to see the Awakino tunnel removed by the end of this term. 

"That road has a lot of places which are vulnerable but that tunnel is our Achilles heel," he said. 

The tunnel was number one on the council's priority list but it faced spending hurdles because the tunnel was located in the Waikato region, not Taranaki. 

Under new regulations regional councils could not spend money from their regional fund outside their geographic boundary. 

Environment Waikato worked closely with the TRC to improve State Highway 3 and a plan had been developed suggesting ways to overcome problems posed by the tunnel. 

"The ideal move is to have it opened up," Mr Maxwell said. 

This process is called "daylighting". 

The council would submit an application to the Government to see if an exception could be made to funding regulations. 

The council had about $25 million in its regional fund for the next three years, he said. 

He estimated the job would cost several million dollars. 

Venture Taranaki communications manager Antony Rhodes said it endorsed all transport improvements which increased accessibility to Taranaki. 

"Opening up any transport links from the north is beneficial for getting more people into the region," Mr Rhodes said. 

Taranaki Daily News motoring editor Rob Maetzig said he would be disappointed to see the historic tunnel removed but understood the importance of regional growth. 

"It's a bit sad considering the generations of parents and their children who have tooted their horns and held their breath going through that tunnel," Mr Maetzig said. 

 Motorists should expect delays of up to one hour when reshaping begins on April 14. 
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Keep your hands off Awakino tunnel


Keep your hands off Awakino tunnel 

You better think again about blowing up the Awakino tunnel, Tom. This is an historical piece of roading and certainly an icon and a rarity that has been there ever since the road was formed in the the North of Taranaki and we should preserve our heritage and not destroy it just because the trucks are getting bigger. 

Next thing the Mt Messenger tunnel will be on the list. These trucks do a large amount of damage to our roads anyway and it would be great if the Government got stuck into getting our railway system back into shape so that big loads could be kept off the roads. 

This would create more jobs and help our environment. I have seen these big trucks turning on our roads and screwing up the tar-seal, leaving the tar ripped to pieces and stone chips all over the road. I do not wish to limit our economic growth but surely you can look at making it larger so that we have something to show future generations rather than just destroying this much-talked-of iconic road tunnel. 

Colin Johnston 

Waitara 

