~4

Persanal Eroﬁlgs =No:i 33 e
NO MORE ITCHING FEFi
CARS GO BY

; (By a Staff Reporter) * ', . ’
BURI:'_Y Alfred ‘George- (“Gunner’), Jenkins suffered from itching
feet from the age of 15 onwards but for the last six years he has
stayed in one place and just watched cars go by—38,000 of them In fact.
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And as genial guardian of the

the North Egmont track, he confesses that he is passing through
the most contented phase of a 59-year: life that has made him a
sallor, soldier, bacon company employee, emigrant, farmer. slump-
time emplovment officer, county inspector and a, little portly round

‘the waist-line.

He became a bell boy on a ship of the)
Aberdeen Line’*and for ;- yeir plodded
up and #o9m the Africard coast. He then
returnds ‘and and tried to settle into |
his fa “ariving 'business, But it dld}
not' app®! (o' him. He was tall and his |
sea life had filled him out well apd these |
two advantages encouraged him to try
the army at the age of 16. He liked the
look of the uniforms worn by the Horse
Artillery, then one of the army's crack
units, and after three months" basic train-
ing at Woolwich he became a soldier and
went to Ifeland to join his battery at
1 4 a day. “Still, beer was only 2d. a pint
and rlgar_etles were five a penny.”

He stayed in Ireland untl the fateful
August of 1914 and was rushed to France
on .the 16th. with the 3rd. Cavalry
Brigade, one of the first British fighting |
units to go to the Continent.

They went into training on the
Belgiah border and then into Bel-
glum and six’ days alfter landing’
they ““met the Hun,” at’ 11.30. on
August 2 “We started going back-
,” Gunner Jenkins recall-
ed with a broad smile.and it took
some punfping to draw from him by
elimination the fact that he was be-
hind the, gun‘ that fired the first
shell against the” Germans jn - that
war.

- For the next four years or so there
were Mons, ‘Le-Cateau, | the- Marne, the
Alsne: 'Ypres in 1914 and 1915,  Neuve
Chapelle, Loos, the-Somme, Hill 60, Cam-
Amiens and-the final advance
as mile®ones in'a hon-stop running war:

Whisper " -

Having fired the first shot and one
of the last, "Gunner” Jenkins then tried
a new, field—the Shanghal police. “I
needed to be six feet in my Socks and so
many lgthes round the cheet and the
queues .of recruits were four 'deep when
1 went alopg.” he said. He passed all the
preliminary exngnlnnlinns and was given
a pass by his family doctor but he-then
clashed with' the specialist, said. “Beg
your pardon” when a question was
whispered into his left ear and was re-
jected on the ground of guh deafness.

After that ment, he disap-

discourage!
peared for a time intoa job with the Dan-_|*

ish Bacan Company hard by Smithfield

of marriage to an- Irish wife and the

4 and living at home.

first of his six children.
He was still itching to move and this

& kol

.. CUSTODIAN

Rahiri Gates, lower entrance .o

time the impefus' came from tie fact that
wife ‘had relations in Te Kauwhata,
Zealand.

Early the next year, the Jenkins
family was in Neéw Zealand. They
stayed in Auckland for a time. 'Then
I travelled round a bit, finally de-
cided to go farming and got a job in
Inglewood.”

He actually’ had three jobs in the

district before the slump came apd he ,'

was forced to start searching to keep his
wife and three children. He was with the
unemployed for about :a. month and then
got the position as unemployed organiser
for the Inglewood County. This lasted two

or three years and he was appointed by

the county as their first permanent in-
spector X

Mr. Jenkins remained as inspector for
about 16 years, abandoning his car in fa-
vour of horse when the second war
came. Six vears ago last month, the job
n the.liftle half<sione, half-wood house
at the foot of Egmont became available
and he took it. 5

A . g :
Family |~ . :
" Despite  his wanderings "and fluctua-
tions of fortune; Mr. Jenkins has-ralsed
a_sporting-minded, healthy and impres-
sively built family of three sous and
three daughters. Two daughters are
married, to a coalminér at Benneydale
and a stock agent at Gisborne, and the
other.is a Wren at Auckland. One son
is a farmer at Matamata., another o
blacksmith and general engineer at
Morrinsville and ‘the third is & dairy
factory worker, contemplating marriage

Having been impressed by the itchiness
of his feet, I wondered how the quiet of
Rahirl Gates appealed to him. Sitting in
his sunny kitchen, I could see only the
flourishing green tops of potatoes—"“the
spuds- are prefty small underneqth"—
green fields and trees and. hear only the
song of a thousand birds. .

“I love lfe here very imuch,” he
assured me y and I couldn't '
doubt it. “T like meeting people and
I've met them here Trom every corner
of the world. And I love the bush and
the trees.” '
Certainly the visitors who have passed
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CATTLE FROM AUSTRALIA DISTURB EARLY NEW PLYMOUTH.—A. H.
on this page. Centre is the old bridge across

the Huatok

his cottage in 38,000 cars in the last six
years' represent every possible walk. of
life from Governor- eral and Lord|
Mayors down to the ordinary of peo-|

OF THE MOTOR ROAD TO NORTH EGMONT.—Mr.
motorist at the Rahiri Lodge gateway to the Egmont National Park.

ple. For Mr..Jenkins they all have'd
cammon meeting ground.

“People_have enjoved this bush. They
think, as T do. that it’s absolutely wen-
derful. Ddzens have asked to be allowed
to stop on the track and take phatographs
and moving ‘pictures and there must be
homes all .over the .world with: Egmont
bush in them.”

Mr. Jenkins is a non-smoker. He gave
up last. February on his birthday. “Oh,
I was coughing a lot. Touch of, gas ‘In
the war,” he explained

He is also- virtually a non-
mountaineer. He and a fellow-grand-
father, Mr..R. C. Okey, former care-
taker at the hostel, struggled to the
crater for lunch to celebrate their
birthdays, ‘'on the same day, three
years ago and “to show what grand-
fathers can do.”

Exercise :

His only hobbies are pottering about in
his garden, complaining about the quality
of the scorla, that passes for its soil and
Inspecting his opossum traps. For ex-
ercise he has placed some traps three:
quarters of a mile away to the west'and
others three-quartérs of a mile away to

sthe east.

But when it comes fo facts he hasn't
much times for hobbies. He and his ‘wifé
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share responsibilify for a job that.lasts
24 hours a day seven days a week if nec-
essary. The road must be kept apen. They
can't een have a holiday  together.

He claimed .to have no dislikes—"you
can't with a family of six”=but there is
one, Going to‘town. He .only goes once
every three weeks to get'a halrcut; and
recalls that he once went- to Wellington

for a fortpight's holiday and cleared, out
after the fifst few days. I don't. care for
town.” Y,

“It was-when I asked about his nick-
name that-1 learned that he is. or was.
spmething of a’stage personality as well

In 1928, M.G.M. sent a film entitled

“Mons" the official British record of

- {he war, to New Zealand. “You know

how It happens; someone found oul

I'd been a gunnet and they asked me

to trave] round with the film and give

a sort of talk about it wherever it

was screened. I 'was supposed fo go

to Australia with it but I got bored

and it was a long time away from the

family."
! That was .about the last fact’ I ex-
tracted from this engagingly humorous,
strongly-faced man but there was a part-
ing injunction in favour of modesty. on
his behalf and, as I drove away, an arm
raised in a farewell gestfire that has
been genuinely given to thousands of
Egmont's - visitors. His is a very warm
and human welcome to the mountain.

Eating More Whalemeat

Americans are eating more and more
whalemeat. .
While in 1953 the United, States im-

‘ported only 60,000lb., last year the figure

rase to 700,0001b. This. year it has ex-
ceeded the million-pound mark already.

By far the largest slice of these im-
ports is used to feed animals such as
dogs. cats and foxes. Bul human con-
sumption has Rlso risen sharply.

This year. 'sales’ have more than
doubled, to-20,0001b.

QUEER COLLEG
CLOSED DOWN

The world's strangest university—the
University of Lawsonomy—has just closed
after 11 years to make way 'for a -shop-
-ping centre in Des Moines, Towa.

No student ever graduated because the
course of Lawsonomy, founded by Detrolt
businessman Alfred Lawson, took 30 years
to complete and no one ever stuck to it
that long.. Students, and they never
numbered more than a couple of hun-

dred, studied only textbooks written by |

Lawson,

He belleves, among- other things, that
gremlin-like beings called “minorgs” and
“physorgs” affect the course of human
history. - ~~

He ulso believes chimney smoke should
be “dis, of underground and allowed
to seep through ‘the soil, -Lawsonomy
has no definite form, according' to Law-
son, but his:teachings also oppose paying
interest on debts.

He 1x also against cosmetics: liauor and
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